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agreement included certain political features intimately re-
lated to the execution of the trade arrangements.
Throughout the transactions Emperor Wilhelm II of
Germany acted with tact and good wilL   As soon as he
realized that I was in earnest and, enjoyed the Russian Em-
peror's confidence and support, he adopted a very con-
ciliatory attitude and exercised his influence over the minis-
ters and the Reichstag for a peaceful solution.   To one
unacquainted with the real cause, it may, therefore, seem
strange that the German Emperor should have dismissed
Caprivi apparently on account of dissatisfaction with this
very treaty.   In point of fact, Wilhelm II merely seized
upon the treaty as an opportune pretext.   He availed him-
self of a good chance to kill two birds with one stone. By
discharging Caprivi he pleased the Junkers, who were en-
raged at the outcome of the negotiations, and at the same
time he gracefully disposed of a chancellor who was, in the
Imperial estimation, disgracefully peaceable and danger-
ously liberal.   Caprivi was made a Count and Hohenlohe
was appointed in his place.
Emperor Alexander III was highly content with my
conduct of the negotiations and their successful termina-
tion,   I could easily have obtained a title as a reward, and
in reality the Emperor himself broached the subject to me,
Now, the German Ambassador had, shortly before that,
paid me a visit, in the course of which he had hinted broadly
that His Majesty, Emperor Wilhelm II, would be de-
lighted to be presented with the Russian admiral's uniform.
Evidently I was expected to convey Wilhelm's wish to
Alexander III.   Therefore, when His Majesty mentioned
.   honours to ine on this occasion, I said:   "If Your Highness
will permit me to express an opinion in this matter, I wish
to state that I think it would be an excellent idea to bestow
the Russian admiral's uniform upon Emperor Wilhelm II
in appreciation of his liberality during the transactions"